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Weaver to congress. From every county in the
district there came word of the enthusiasm
among the people for him. He is the ablest and
truest representative of all the people's inter-
ests that could he found in the state. He is
known to be incorruptible and faithful. He
would be a power in the canvass and a host in
himself in congress."243

The results of the State and Congressional
elections in 1890 showed that the estimates of
those who predicted success for the opposition
to the Eepuhlicans were not unwarranted if the
various elements composing it could unite. As
it was the Congressional delegation stood six
Democrats and five Eepublicans, a loss of five
for the Eepublicans, giving to the Democrats a
majority for the only time since the Civil "War.
Furthermore, two of of the Eepublican districts
were carried by very close votes. Had Weaver
been a candidate for Congress, he would almost
certainly have been elected, and had he been the
Democratic and independent candidate for the
Senate, he might have made a successful cam-
paign which would have added to his already
great prestige.

The election of 1890 was the first in which the
new forces that were to form the Populist party
attracted the attention of the country. The
tidal wave of defeat that overwhelmed the Ee-
publicans was due to conditions in the West